
Consultation on a proposal to increase the number of places at Broadmeadow Special School 

for children with Special Educational Needs and Learning Disabilities and to increase the age 

range up to 11 years.  

 

School Information  

 Broadmeadow Special School is part of Central Learning Partnership Trust, providing education 

for pupils aged from 2 – 7 years with Severe and Complex Learning Difficulties and / or Autistic 

Spectrum Disorder. The school is located on Lansdowne Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4AL.  

 

Admissions to the school are as a result of Wolverhampton City Council determining that this is 

the most appropriate educational provision.  Pupils admitted have an Education & Health Care Plan 

(EHCP) agreed by the Council which specifies Severe and Complex Learning Difficulties and 

Autistic Spectrum Disorder. 

 

The school was rated outstanding by Ofsted in 2011 and 2014. In our last inspection in 2019, we 

were rated good.  

 

The planned changes to Broadmeadow Special School will lead to more young people with 

disabilities in Wolverhampton being able to attend a Special School.  

 

Proposal 

In liaison and collaboration with Wolverhampton Local Authority, Central Learning Partnership 

Trust is proposing to make two statutory changes to Broadmeadow Special School. These changes 

are explained below: 

 

1) To increase the pupil admission number at Broadmeadow Special School from: 

Academic year 2021/22 -  54 to 75 

Academic year 2022/23 – 75 to 95 

Academic year 2023/24 – 95 to 112 

Academic year 2024/25 – 112 to 120 

 

2) To change the age range from 2-7 years to 3-11 years for Broadmeadow to become a 

Primary School with effect from September 1st 2021 

 

Why is this necessary? 

There is a need to meet rising demand for special school places, through the expansion of existing 

special schools across the city. Wolverhampton Local Authority has confirmed that there is a need 

to commission additional capacity with the city’s special school estate to cater for the anticipated 

increase in demand in the short to medium term. 

 

There are presently over 200 pupils with EHCP awaiting specialist provision in the city.  

 

The Local Authority and CLPT are working in partnership to find a solution re the sufficiency and 

design of Broadmeadow’s current site, with both partners investigating the option to rebuild on an 

alternative site or on a suitable council owned asset. Both partners are interested in growth of the 

school to support viability, with a potential change in age range to primary phase. Proposed changes 

will be through a phased approach with Phase 1 taking effect from September 2021 in order to 

ensure sufficient places are available for pupils with severe, complex learning difficulties / ASD 

aged from 3 to 11 years. 

 



These proposed changes reflect the shared vision of the LA and of CLPT – that special school age 

ranges are consistently aligned to standard mainstream transition points i.e. nursery, primary, 

secondary and post 16. Broadmeadow does not at present meet this criterion and therefore needs 

to develop primary provision. This will also support the LA recommendation to reduce transitions 

experienced by students with SEND. 

 

Changes to the school building and facilities 

The proposed increase in places and change of age phase to a Primary School means that 

significant work will need to be undertaken to provide the additional places. A scheme will be 

developed to ensure a high standard of provision. For Phase 1 work will be undertaken on the 

present site, with Phase 2 seeing the relocation of the school to a different site.  

 

The facilities at Broadmeadow Special School will be increased to provide education for up to 66 

more children across the age range of 3 to 11 years. This will bring the total school population up to 

120. The relocation of Broadmeadow Special School will ensure high quality provision, facilitating 

excellent teaching and learning processes, with sufficient space to provide for pupils’ individual 

needs, reducing class sizes, and with more specialist areas, including individual work spaces, 

sensory gyms and sensory rooms, food technology and creative areas.  There will be continued 

access to outdoor areas for example Forest School and outdoor classroom.  

 

Changes to admission arrangements 

Broadmeadow Special School is presently funded for 54 children with severe learning difficulties 

and associated disabilities in the age range 2 – 7 years. 

Before a child is admitted to school it is usual for the Local Authority to have conducted a multi-

disciplinary assessment to identify a child’s learning difficulty and determine the special education 

provision the child needs. The outcome of the assessment results in an Education Health Care Plan. 

 

Pupils without Education Health Care Plans may be admitted. This is by agreement with the school, 

parents and the team of professionals involved with the child. Children are then offered an 

assessment place (if available) and the school will then complete the necessary referral for an 

EHCP. 

 

As a school, we do not ‘offer’ places - this is the responsibility of the Local Authority. 

 

The school has no catchment area and may admit children from all areas of the City of 

Wolverhampton also from neighbouring Local Authorities, if places are available.  Any child who has 

an EHC plan that names the school must be admitted to the school, providing there are sufficient 

places available.  The school, therefore, does not operate an over-subscription criterion. Gender, 

ethnic background or social status do not influence a child’s admission to school.  Providing places 

are available, the school is able to admit pupils at the beginning of the Autumn Term each year. 

Admission at any other time is negotiable depending upon individual circumstances.  Disruption to 

the education of other children in the school is also a factor to be considered. 

 

Proposed changes to our admission arrangements are as follows: 

• That the school will increase the age range to admit pupils aged from 3 – 11 years, becoming 

a Primary School. 

• That the Published Admission Number (PAN) increases each academic year from 2021/22 

from 54 to 75 and thereafter incrementally up to academic year 2024/25 from 112 to 120. 

 

Implications for pupils attending Broadmeadow 



Pupils presently in Year 2 will remain on the Broadmeadow site as Year 3 pupils in academic year 

2021/2022.  

Academic year 2022/23 will see all pupils move to a new site. 

Pupils may still transfer to other types of provision at the end of each academic year subject to 

the Annual Review of their individual Education Health Care Plan. 

The proposal will allow for Broadmeadow Special School to extend its curriculum and provide high 

quality support to more children.  

The proposal will allow for Broadmeadow Special School to admit younger pupils, to provide high 

quality education and care for nursery aged pupils. Presently the school population is predominantly 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils due to the high demand for places. 

 There will be an increase in places available for school-aged pupils in mainstream schools who 

require specialist provision for children with Severe and Complex Learning Difficulties and Autistic 

Spectrum Disorder where parents have expressed a preference.  

 

 

Implications for school staff 

Staff currently employed to work at Broadmeadow Special School will have a location change from 

September 2022, however, there is expected to be no change to the quality of the teaching and 

learning provision and their associated duties and conditions of service will remain unaltered.  

Additional posts will be created as a new Staffing Structure is developed with effect from 

September 2021. This new structure will create more opportunities for promotion and staff may 

also see a reduction in workload as the school workforce increases.  

A larger school will offer more opportunities for professional development.  

 

Implications for other schools 

The gradual expansion of numbers on roll for Broadmeadow Special School would ensure a minimum 

impact on other schools in the locality.  Currently other schools in Wolverhampton are at capacity 

with forecasts for the area indicating that there will continue to be a pressure on places if this 

expansion does not proceed. 

 

In summary  

There is no scope for Broadmeadow Special School to expand within its current space and there is 

a need for:   

a) more special school places for children and young people with Severe and Complex Learning 

Difficulties and ASD. The need to expand has become urgent due to the increasing numbers 

of children with special educational needs in Wolverhampton and the lack of capacity in all 

of the city’s special schools.  

b) Broadmeadow Special School needs to become a Primary School to reduce pressure on other 

special schools and align to mainstream transition points.  

  

Our proposal is for Broadmeadow Special School to expand on our existing site in 2021 and then 

relocate to another refurbished site in 2022.  

 

Broadmeadow will continue to provide excellent teaching, learning and care for children with autism 

and / or with severe and complex learning difficulties.    

  

How can I make my views known?  

CLPT are holding a six-week consultation on the proposal to ensure parents, carers and other 

stakeholders feel supported and engaged. Feedback is encouraged as this will inform the business 

case which will be submitted to the Department for Education in November 2020. 



We want to hear your views on the proposal to expand provision and change the age phase for 

Broadmeadow Special School to become a 120 place Primary Special School, locating to an 

alternative site with enhanced facilities.   

  

We would like you to complete our consultation form. If you would like to request a remote / 

virtual consultation meeting via please contact the Chair of Governors or the Head Teacher at 

Broadmeadow Special School.   

  

Views can be sent and shared in a number of ways. A consultation form is available at the back of 

this document which can be returned to the school or alternatively views can be expressed at a 

remote / virtual consultation meeting. Please request this via the school’s Head Teacher through a 

letter or email info@broadmeadowspecial.co.uk. This document is also available on the school’s 

website:  www.broadmeadowspecial.co.uk  

  

If you would like to make any comments or suggestions, please return the attached consultation 

response form to:  

Broadmeadow Special School, Lansdowne Road, Wolverhampton, WV1 4AL 

 

The following timetable outlines the decision-making process. 

Process                                                      Date 

Consultation Closes                                   Monday 12th October 2020 

Comments collated and reviewed              From Tuesday 13th October 2020 

Business case submitted                           November 2020 

Implementation                                        September 2021 

  

Special requirements 

Should you require reasonable adjustments, including help understanding this information or would 

like to request a hard copy of the Frequently Asked Questions or Consultation Presentation, you 

can email info@broadmeadowspecial.co.uk 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

All FAQs regarding the proposal will be published below and updated periodically throughout the 

consultation period. If your question has not been answered please get in touch.  

 

All responses may be used in summary with personal details removed to respect individual privacy.  

 

 Would the age range of Broadmeadow Special School be increased with the increased number of 

places? 

Yes. The age range will change from 2 – 7 years to 3 – 11 years - Broadmeadow Special School will 

become a Primary School.  

 

Would class sizes increase as a result of an increased pupil numbers? 

No. The class sizes would remain the same or may reduce. To support the increased pupil numbers 

additional staff would be recruited.  

 

Would the number of pupils on the existing Broadmeadow site increase with the increase in the 

pupil admissions number (PAN)? 

Yes. The number of pupils based at Broadmeadow on the present site will increase from 54 to a 

maximum of 75 from September 2021.  

 

Would the staff to pupil ratio in classrooms change? 

No. The staffing ratio will remain according to needs of pupils, with the average current ratio 

remaining at 9 pupils being supported by four staff members (1 teacher and 3 teaching assistants). 


